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Imagine this: you’re brushing your teeth, lost in thought, and the tap keeps running. By the time you snap back to reality, gallons of precious water have gone down the drain. Luckily, there’s a simple solution – water saving faucets!

These clever contraptions use cutting-edge technology to cut down on water use without sacrificing performance. However, navigating the vast selection on the market can be daunting. This guide will break down the different types of water-saving faucets, empowering you to make a well-informed choice for your home.

How do water saving faucets work?

Traditional faucets can gush out a surprising amount of water – often exceeding 20 litres per minute! Water-saving faucets achieve their magic through a variety of methods, all focused on restricting water flow while maintaining decent pressure. This can involve:

	Aerators: These clever little attachments screw onto the faucet spout and act like water magicians. They mix air with the water flowing through, creating a voluminous and satisfying stream that feels just as strong as a solid stream but uses much less water.
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	Flow restrictors: Unlike aerators that add air, these built-in components act like tiny gatekeepers within the faucet itself. They limit the amount of water that can physically flow through the faucet per minute, ensuring you get a steady stream without the waste.


What are the different types of water saving faucet technologies?

Now that you understand the core principle, here are the different types of water-saving faucets based on their technology:

	Aerator faucets: These are the most common type. As mentioned before, they use aerators to create a satisfying water stream with less actual water. They’re a cost-effective and easy-to-install option, perfect for most households.
	Low-flow faucets: These faucets have built-in flow restrictors that limit the water flow rate, typically to around 9.5 litres per minute (2.5 gallons per minute). While some might worry about a weak stream, most low-flow faucets are designed to provide a comfortable and efficient flow.
	Touchless (Sensor) faucets: These faucets use infrared sensors to detect movement and automatically turn on the water when hands are placed under the spout. They turn off automatically when hands are removed, eliminating the risk of leaving the tap running unintentionally. This makes them ideal for high-traffic areas like kitchens and public restrooms.
	Smart faucets (Optional): While not as common yet, smart faucets offer additional features like voice control, temperature control, and even monitoring water usage. While they can be a great option for tech-savvy individuals, they tend to be more expensive than other types.


What are the different types of water saving faucets based on functionality?

Beyond technology, water-saving faucets can be categorised by their functionality:

	Kitchen faucets: These typically feature a pull-down or pull-out spray head for greater flexibility when washing dishes or filling pots. Look for models with a toggle switch to easily switch between a regular stream and a spray for efficient cleaning.
	Bathroom faucets: Available in single-handle or double-handle styles, bathroom faucets prioritise water conservation while providing comfortable handwashing or brushing.
	Laundry sink faucets: These heavy-duty faucets often have a high spout to accommodate large buckets and feature a spray function for easier rinsing. Water-saving models can be a great choice for laundry areas.


What features should you consider when choosing a faucet?

Here are some key factors to consider when selecting a water-saving faucet:
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	Water flow rate (gallons per minute): This indicates how much water the faucet uses per minute. In Australia, the Water Efficiency Labelling and Standards (WELS) scheme rates faucets. Look for models with a high WELS rating for maximum water savings.
	Sprayer options (if applicable): If you need a spray function for cleaning, choose a faucet with a toggle switch to easily switch between a regular stream and a spray. Opt for models with a pause function on the spray head to further conserve water while rinsing.
	Durability and warranty: A well-made faucet should last for years. Look for faucets with a solid brass construction and a reputable brand that offers a good warranty.
	Style and finish: Water-saving faucets come in a wide range of styles and finishes to match your existing bathroom or kitchen décor. Choose a style that complements your sink and overall design scheme.


Where can you find water saving faucets?

With so many options on the market, choosing where to buy your water-saving faucet can feel like another hurdle. Here’s a breakdown of the popular options to help you find the best fit:

	Online retailers: The internet offers a vast selection of water-saving faucets at competitive prices. Leverage this to your advantage!  Read product reviews, compare features, and don’t forget to factor in shipping costs before making your purchase.
	Plumbing supply stores: These stores specialise in all things plumbing, including a wide variety of water-saving faucets. This is a great option if you need expert advice. Talk to the knowledgeable staff about your specific needs, they can guide you towards the perfect faucet for your situation, whether you’re looking to upgrade to a water-saving model or simply need help to stop a constant drip from the laundry room tap.
	Home improvement stores: Major home improvement stores typically have a dedicated plumbing section stocked with water-saving faucets. The convenience factor is high – you can pick up your faucet alongside other renovation or repair supplies. Look for stores with knowledgeable staff on hand to answer your questions and help you navigate the selection.


Conclusion

Switching to water-saving faucets is a simple yet impactful way to conserve this precious resource. Not only will you be helping the environment, but you’ll also see a reduction in your water bills. With a wide variety of technologies and functionalities available, there’s a perfect water-saving faucet out there for every household.

By considering the factors mentioned above and doing your research, you can choose a faucet that provides both water efficiency and functionality for your needs. Remember, even a small reduction in water use can make a big difference – every drop counts!

Save water & money: Fix leaks with Apex Plumbing!

While you’re making water-saving upgrades, don’t forget about those pesky leaky taps! A dripping tap can waste hundreds of litres of water a year. If you’re facing leaky tap troubles, we at Apex Plumbing Services can provide assistance. Our experienced plumbers can quickly diagnose and fix your leaky taps, saving you water and money. Contact us today for a free quote and put an end to your leaky woes!
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Offers are valid with a full priced invoice and when work is completed

Not valid with any other offers or coupons

Offer must be validated prior to any commencement of work

Offers are not applicable to Strata, commercial and real estate work

* Free Quotes – only applicable to customers proceeding with the quote, otherwise call out fee charged. Call for more info.
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